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est Challenges? 

t-concluded 13th annual Asia-Pacific Roundtable in 
pur began with a session on "Perceptions: The Five 
allenges to Asia-Pacific Security." Six speakers 
 a broad range of professional disciplines and 
regions shared their views on the greatest challenges 
ach the 21st Century.  

ad at or near the top of their list the ability of the 
 region to adjust to post-Cold War strategic realities, 
lly the need to balance traditional views regarding 
f state sovereignty with the emerging trend of greater 
l emphasis on human security and humanitarian 
. Current events in Kosovo weighed heavily on the 

ergence of China as a major power and the ability of 
ion and China to adjust to this new reality represented 
 of concern, as did the ability of both Washington and 
anage this troubled relationship. Others highlighted 
 the U.S., Japan, and China (and perhaps Russia) to 

ustain a state of relative equilibrium in their overall 
ive bilateral relationships.  

ng concerns about the region's ability to recover from 
lobal financial crisis were stressed by many speakers, 
eed to strengthen international and regional 

 regimes in order to more effectively deal with both 
nd security challenges. All, in one form or another, 
liferation both of weapons of mass destruction and of 
ry systems (especially missiles) as one of the greatest 
enges. 

onal security concerns -- North/South Korea, 
an, territorial disputes in the South China Sea and 
Timor, Kashmir, Myanmar, etc. -- were also 
as were non-traditional security concerns such as 
 environmental challenges, societal changes, and the 
f globalization. 

ove were some of the speakers' identified concerns. 
urs?  

cific Forum would like to conduct a Readers' Survey 
t you think are the greatest challenges to Asia-Pacific 
u should feel free to agree, disagree, or totally ignore 

omments. All we ask is a rank-ordered listing, with 
ntence or two of explanation attached to each of your 
nges. Please try to limit yourself to five (fewer are 

We would also like some demographic data, so we can see if 
opinions differ significantly from region to region or profession 
to profession. We will stress that all respondents, including 
government officials, are answering in their private capacities. 

So send us an email and let us know the region you are from 
(Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, South Pacific, South Asia, North 
America, Europe, other), your profession, and the your listing of 
the five greatest challenges to Asia-Pacific Security. 

Please take some time to respond as soon as possible but 
prior to June 18th. We will share the results with readers in a 
subsequent PacNet. 

 

mailto:pacforum@hawaii.rr.com

	Number 22   June 4, 1999

