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sit to China: What Wasn’t Discussed 
. Cossa 

nt Clinton’s visit to China, by virtually all 
as been a huge diplomatic success.  Even seasoned 
hers (and seasoned China bashers) were impressed 
ree of openess and candor of the dialogue and by 
illingness to broadcast Clinton’s less than flattering 
a broad Chinese domestic audience. 

ne (including the Chinese leadership) expected 
 present a human rights lecture in Beijing – 
uch a sermon was the price Chinese President Jiang 
 willing to pay to have Clinton stand alongside him 
en Square. No one expected that it would be 

uncut, throughout China.  Clinton’s give-and-take 
udents at Beijing University also provided a rare 
 for the future generation of Chinese leaders to 
and, an authoritative opposing viewpoint. 

ot an overstatement to say that the visit has taken 
ialogue to a new level.  But, despite this significant 

the two presidents apparently failed (at least 
o address the more critical fundamental difference 
r two countries; the one which, if left unresolved, 
 the world into a new bipolar confrontation 
n the early 21st century.  I am talking here about 
ental difference in each nation’s future vision of 

American policy-makers envision the East Asia of 
they see a stable, prosperous region in which the 

tes is still a primary (although not necessarily the 
e of stability; an Asia in which the United States 
ully engaged politically, economically, and 

an Asia where stability is ensured in no small part 
tinued security partnership between the U.S. and 
y America’s other bilateral security alliances. 

ee a Japan which is a more equal security partner to 
ut one that continues to prefer a complementary 
rce to a “stand-alone” force that could prove 
g (Japan’s peaceful intent notwithstanding); a 

ch is an accepted political as well as economic 
sia (and globally); a Japan that is more willing and 
ay a positive role in promoting and protecting 
curity, but within clearly defined boundaries that 
h transparent and reassuring to Japan’s neighbors; 
ntly, a Japan whose markets are considerably more 
tegrated than they are today. 

ve American policy-makers also seek a peaceful, 
, reunified Korean Peninsula that continues to view 
oth as an  military ally and as  a  regional  balancer,  
ully as an honest broker promoting improved 
tween Japan and the new Korean republic. 

American policy-makers also seek a prosperous, 
cooperative, more politically-tolerant China that continues to 
see its fortunes inextricably intertwined with the rest of Asia 
and the West; a China that is as much a partner for peace in 
Asia as they hope Russia will be in Europe; a China which 
may not joyously welcome, but is at least accepting of and not 
actively working against, a continued American security role 
in the region.  They also desire (and expect to see) a peaceful 
solution to the China-Taiwan problem that respects the 
concerns and aspirations of the Chinese people on both sides 
of the Strait. 

While this vision should not appear threatening to China, 
it does not coincide with the vision I hear when discussing 
Asia’s future with PRC officials and Chinese security analysts.  
They would clearly prefer an Asia in which China and not the 
U.S. plays the primary regional balancer role; where a 
reunified Korea looks to Beijing for its principal security 
guarantees; where U.S. military forces at a minimum no longer 
reside on the Korean Peninsula and, ideally, are nowhere else 
in Asia as well -- Beijing already characterizes America’s 
bilateral security alliances as Cold War vestiges left over from 
history -- and where Japan’s regional leadership role 
(politically and economically) is kept to a minimum.   

China’s view of itself as the future regional balancer is not 
surprising, at least not from a “Middle Kingdom” perspective.  
Nor is it necessarily threatening, although it has the capability 
of becoming so if Beijing tries to force this role on the region 
rather than letting it evolve (or fail to evolve) naturally.  But, if 
China is actively seeking substantially diminished U.S. 
presence and influence in the Asia Pacific region (including a 
termination of America’s bilateral alliances), their objectives 
clearly run contrary to U.S. interests and aspirations, and to 
the stated desires of the vast majority of nations in the region.  
These nations, in large part, share and endorse the U.S. future 
vision. 

This does not mean that the U.S. is on an inevitable 
collision course with Beijing.  It does mean that we must 
recognize that we have different long-term goals and 
aspirations and that we must work to more effectively manage 
the differences.  Failure to harmonize these goals today 
increases the prospects of confrontation over the long run.  It 
also makes the “strategic partnership” that both sides continue 
to tout virtually impossible to achieve. 

Ralph A. Cossa is Executive Director of the Pacific Forum.  

 

 


	Number 27    July 12, 1998


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


