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Based in Honolulu, Hawaii, the Pacific Forum CSIS is a private non-profit, non-
partisan foreign policy research institute that operates as the Asia-Pacific arm 
of the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, DC. The 
Pacific Forum was founded in 1975 by Rear Admiral Lloyd R. “Joe” Vasey to 
provide alternatives to armed conflict. The Forum helps stimulate cooperative 
policies in the Asia-Pacific region through debate and analyses undertaken with 
the region’s leaders in the academic, government, and corporate arenas. Pacific 
Forum programs focus on topics involving current and emerging political, 
security,  economic, and ocean policy issues.  Our findings and recommendations 
are sought by opinion leaders, government officials, business leaders, and other 
influential audiences worldwide.  We also build the “Next Generation” of 
regional foreign policy and security leaders through our Young Leaders Program.
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amBaSSador richard l. armitaGe

Richard L. Armitage is the co-chairman of the Pacific 
Forum CSIS Board of Governors and President of Armitage 
International. He served as US Deputy Secretary of State 
from 2001 to 2005. 

Mr. Armitage served as Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Policy from 1983-1989.  From 1989 
through 1992, Mr. Armitage filled key diplomatic positions 
as Presidential Special Negotiator for the Philippines 
Military Bases Agreement and Special Mediator for Water in the Middle East. 
President George H.W. Bush sent him as a Special Emissary to Jordan’s King 
Hussein during the 1991 Gulf War. From March 1992 until his departure from 
public service in May 1993, Mr. Armitage directed US assistance to the newly 
independent states (NIS) of the former Soviet Union. Prior to returning to 
government service in 2001, he was President of Armitage Associates L.C. 
from May 1993 until March 2001. 

Mr. Armitage is a Naval Academy graduate (1967), and served in combat 
in Vietnam.  He was awarded numerous US military decorations as well as 
decorations from the governments of Thailand, Republic of Korea, Bahrain, 
and Pakistan. Most recently, Her Majesty the Queen appointed Mr. Armitage 
an Honorary Companion of The New Zealand Order of Merit, in recognition 
of his services to New Zealand - US relations.  Mr. Armitage is also an 
Honorary Companion of the Order of Australia, and was awarded the Knight 
of the British Empire. He is also a Knight Commander of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George.
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