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Ms. Brittany BILLINGSLEY (USA) is a research associate and program 

coordinator at CSIS. Previously, she with the CSIS Freeman Chair in China Studies, 

where she focused on Chinese foreign and security policy, US-China bilateral 

relations, and cross-strait relations. She has worked on numerous projects related 

to Northeast Asian foreign and security issues, including crises on the Korean 

Peninsula and maritime issues in the South and East China seas. Prior to joining CSIS, 

she served as a visiting Monterey Fellow at Pacific Forum CSIS. She also interned 

with the US Department of State at the Foreign Service Institute, and the Bureau of 

International Security and Nonproliferation where she worked on South Asia 

nonproliferation and nuclear security issues. Ms. Billingsley holds an MA in 

international policy studies from the Monterey Institute in International Studies and 

received her BA in East Asian studies with minors in political science and Chinese 

from Pennsylvania State University. 

 

 

 

Mr. Michael CLAUSER (USA) works on government relations at Fujitsu, Ltd. 

Previously, he served as the national security legislative assistant to Representative 

Mac Thornberry (R-TX), a senior member of the House Armed Services Committee 

and House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. Prior to working on the Hill, 

Mr. Clauser served in the Administration of George W. Bush in the Pentagon. He 

began his national security career in Washington, DC as a research associate for a top 

national security advisory firm. He has published articles on national security affairs 

in Small Wars Journal, the British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, and the 

Political Studies Review. He holds Masters’ degrees from the Uniwersytet 

Ekonomiczny w Poznaniu in Poland and the University of Exeter and is a graduate 

candidate at the US Naval War College. He completed his undergraduate work in 

philosophy and religion at Pennsylvania State University. 

 

 

 

Dr. Clark CULLY (USA) is the chief of staff in the Office of Global Strategic 

Affairs, within the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD). He helps oversee the 

development of policy regarding space, cyber, missile defense, and nuclear issues.  

Previously he was a policy analyst in the Office of Nuclear Policy, where he focused 

on extended deterrence, nuclear command and control, and prompt global strike. Dr. 

Cully was a 2009 Presidential Management Fellow in OSD, completing assignments 

in Afghanistan, with the Senate Appropriations staff, and with the director of Defense 

Research and Engineering.  Prior to joining DoD, he worked for the National Nuclear 

Security Administration’s Office of Nonproliferation Research and Development as a 

Nonproliferation Fellow. He has a PhD in particle physics from the University of 

Michigan for research conducted at Fermi National Accelerator Lab, and holds 

Bachelors’ degrees in physics and math from Calvin College. 
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Ms. Linnea DUVALL (USA) is a foreign affairs officer in the US Department of 

State Bureau of Political-Military Affairs. She supports Department reviews of US 

Pacific Command and Special Operations Command peacetime and contingency 

plans. From 2011-2013, Ms. Duvall served in the Strategic Plans and Policy Division 

at US Pacific Command (USPACOM), where she worked on the USPACOM 

Strategy, Theater Campaign Plan, and force posture for the Asia-Pacific. Prior to 

joining government, she worked as an account executive at COSMO, a strategic 

communications consultancy in Tokyo, Japan, and conducted research in 

international politics at the University of Tokyo as a Fox International Fellow. She 

has an MA in law and diplomacy from Tufts University and a BA in history and East 

Asian studies from Yale University.  She is currently completing an MA in military 

and strategic studies from the US Naval War College. 

 

 

 

Ms. Julia FAMULARO (USA) is a sixth-year doctoral candidate in modern East 

and Central Asian political history at Georgetown University and a research affiliate 

at the Project 2049 Institute. She is a recipient of the United States NSEP Boren 

Fellowship; Smith Richardson Foundation World Politics and Statecraft Fellowship; 

United States Fulbright Fellowship; Columbia University Weatherhead East Asian 

Institute Training Grant; and China Scholarship Council Chinese Cultural 

Scholarship. Ms. Famularo previously served as the editor-in-chief of the 

Georgetown Journal of International Affairs. She earned an MA in history from 

Georgetown University; an MA in East Asian studies from Columbia University; and 

a BA in East Asian studies and Spanish literature from Haverford College. She has 

lived and traveled extensively in the People’s Republic of China, ethnographic Tibet, 

Xinjiang, and Taiwan. 

 

 

 

Dr. C. Sachi GERBIN (USA) is the 2013-2014 US Resident Sasakawa Peace 

Foundation Fellow at Pacific Forum CSIS. She received a BS in biology from 

Harvey Mudd College, and a PhD in biological chemistry from UCLA, where she 

gained a background in cell and cancer biology. She has taught science to a broad 

audience, as a high school biology teacher in Japan through the Japan Exchange and 

Teaching (JET) Programme, and as a writer for Nature Publishing Group’s education 

website. Dr. Gerbin was a Christine Mirzayan Science and Technology Policy 

Graduate Fellow at the National Academies, where she helped promote engineering 

through various communication outlets, including a radio series on engineering 

innovations. Her current research focuses on ways for the US and Japan to cooperate 

on combating antimicrobial resistance, a global health security issue. 
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Dr. Ashley GRANT (USA) currently is an American Association for the 

Advancement of Science (AAAS) Science Policy Fellow at the US Department of 

Defense. She works in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, 

Chemical and Biological Defense Programs focusing on medical countermeasures, 

international engagement, and chemical and biological security issues. Dr. Grant 

focused on viral hemorrhagic fevers at the University of Texas Medical Branch for 

her graduate studies. Her research involved work with viruses in a biosafety level 

(BSL)-4 laboratory, the highest level of containment. She holds Bachelors’ degrees 

in chemistry and business economics and management from the California Institute 

of Technology. She previously served as a Christine Mirzayan Science and 

Technology Policy Graduate Fellow at the National Academy of Sciences and as a 

consultant for the Committee on International Security and Arms Control within the 

Policy and Global Affairs Division. 

 

 

 

Mr. Alexander GRAY (USA) is the defense press secretary/legislative assistant for 

Congressman J. Randy Forbes (R-VA), with responsibility for the congressman’s 

national security media, foreign policy, trade and Congressional China Caucus 

portfolios. Prior to working on Capitol Hill, Mr. Gray was a policy analyst at the 

Bipartisan Policy Center in Washington, DC. He holds a BA in international affairs, 

with a concentration in conflict and security, from the Elliott School of International 

Affairs at the George Washington University and has attended the War Studies 

Department of King’s College London in the United Kingdom. Mr. Gray has written 

extensively on naval issues, particularly as they relate to East Asian security, in 

national publications including National Review, The Weekly Standard, the Naval 

War College Review, and Strategic Studies Quarterly. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Brian HARDING (USA) is an adjunct fellow at the CSIS. From 2009-2013, he 

served in the Office of the Secretary of Defense (Policy), first as country director for 

Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands and then as country director for 

Southeast Asia, managing key US defense relationships and advising senior DoD 

leadership on the Asia-Pacific region. Prior to joining DoD, Mr. Harding was a 

research associate at CSIS, where he focused on Southeast Asia, helping to build the 

first dedicated Southeast Asia program in the Washington, DC think tank 

community. Previously, Mr. Harding was a Fulbright Fellow in Indonesia and a 

research assistant at the Institute for National Strategic Studies. He holds an MA in 

Asian studies from the Elliott School of International Affairs and a BA in history and 

Japanese studies from Middlebury College. 
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Ms. Shino HATERUMA (JPN) is a PhD student in international studies at Waseda 

University’s Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies. Her current research focuses 

on US decision-making on its military bases overseas and her research interests are 

in regional security of the Asia-Pacific. She is presently a researcher of the Regional 

Security Policy Division, in the executive office of the governor, for the Okinawa 

Prefectural Government. Since arriving at her post last July, she has mainly 

researched US policy regarding its overseas bases as well as security issues in the 

Asia-Pacific region. Previously, Ms. Hateruma worked as a researcher for the 

Research Institute for Peace and Security, a Tokyo-based think tank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Erin HOSHIBATA (USA) is a Resident WSD-Handa Fellow and intern with 

the Young Leaders Program at Pacific Forum CSIS. She concurrently interns with 

the Pacific and Asian Affairs Council, where she assists with global education 

outreach programs for Hawaii’s high school students. She earned her BA in 

comparative politics and Asian studies from the University of Puget Sound. As an 

undergraduate, she participated in her university's 2011-2012 Pacific-Rim/Asia 

Study Travel program, where she traveled to and took courses in seven countries 

throughout Asia. She also spent a summer at Tunghai University in Taiwan and one 

semester with the School of International Training in Yunnan Province, China. Her 

interests include the role of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine in the Asia-Pacific 

region, North Korea’s influence on regional actors’ security policies, and Hawaii’s 

transforming role in the Asia-Pacific. 

 

 

 

Mr. Kentaro IDE (JPN) is an export controls consultant with Deloitte LLP, where 

he advises clients on managing compliance with regulations related to export 

controls and sanctions. He works with companies in sectors such as aerospace and 

defense, nuclear energy, and electronics across Europe, Asia and North America. 

Previously, he spent several years working with policy think tanks in Canada and 

Japan, where he focused on issues related to nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament. He earned his MA in international studies and diplomacy with 

distinction from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London 

and holds a BA in political science and English literature, class 1 degree, from the 

University of British Columbia. He is currently a member of the executive board of 

the International Student/Young Pugwash organization. 

 

 

 



  

  

  

 

5 
 

 

 

PACIFIC FORUM CSIS 

SASAKAWA PEACE FOUNDATION 

2014 FELLOWS CONFERENCE 
Center for Strategic and International Studies  Washington, D.C. 

March 23-24, 2014 

 

YOUNG LEADER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 

Mr. Akira IGATA (JPN) is a doctoral student at the Department of Law, Keio 

University. He received his undergraduate training at Georgetown University and 

International Christian University as a Heiwa Nakajima Foundation and Chris-Wada 

scholar, respectively. As a Japanese government fellowship scholar, Mr. Igata earned 

his MA in international relations from Columbia University. He was a recipient of 

the security studies fellowship from the Research Institute for Peace and Security 

and has been involved in several projects by the Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation. 

He notably contributed, as a researcher, to The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power 

Station Disaster: Investigating the Myth and Reality (Routledge, 2014) and wrote the 

chapter entitled, “The Gulf War and Japan’s National Security Identity” 

(forthcoming, co-authored with Michael J. Green), for a book on Japan’s “lost 

decades.” 

 

 

 

Ms. Stephanie Nayoung KANG (USA) is a Resident Kelly Fellow at Pacific Forum 

CSIS. She was previously a program associate for the International Strategic and 

Reconciliation Foundation, a nonprofit organization aimed at promoting 

humanitarian aid and science diplomacy with North Korea. She received her MA in 

international studies from the Graduate School of International Studies at Seoul 

National University, and her BA with honors in political science from the University 

of California, Irvine. Ms. Kang’s current research interests are in US-Republic of 

Korea (ROK)-Japan trilateral cooperation toward North Korean issues, Northeast 

Asian regionalization, and East Asian regional security cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mr. Koichiro KAWAGUCHI (JPN) is second secretary at the public affairs section 

of the embassy of Japan. As a media officer, he works to strengthen the 

communications and media work of the embassy. After earning his BA in law from 

the University of Tokyo, Mr. Kawaguchi joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Japan. His policymaking experiences include fostering relations between Japan and 

the ROK and coordinating and planning strategic policy on North Korean issues. He 

was responsible for the review and extension of sanctions measures against North 

Korea in 2010. Mr. Kawaguchi received his MA in international relations from Yale 

University in 2013 where his research focused on US national security and foreign 

policy. He previously interned in the offices of Senator Carl Levin and Senator 

Joseph Lieberman. 
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Mr. Harry KAZIANIS (USA) is managing editor of the Washington, DC-based 

international affairs publication, The National Interest, and a non-resident Senior 

Fellow at the China Policy Institute of the University of Nottingham. Mr. Kazianis 

has provided expert commentary and/or published op-eds and analysis for multiple 

publications including the BBC, The Moscow Times, DefenseOne, The Washington 

Times, Huff Post Live, The Taipei Times, National Public Radio, The John Batchelor 

Show, Newsweek Japan, World Politics Review,  The Huffington Post,  Voice of 

America, Sirus/XM, East Asia Forum, Real Clear World, Real Clear Defense, and 

many others. He also writes a weekly national security column for the Tokyo-based 

international affairs website, The Diplomat, where he was previously editor-in-chief. 

Mr. Kazianis holds a graduate degree focusing on international relations from 

Harvard University. 

 

 

 

Mr. Yuki LIN (USA) is economic affairs assistant at the Consulate General of Japan 

in San Francisco. His duties consist of advising, translating, and liaising for three 

consuls responsible for high-speed rail, agriculture, and tourism. Previously, Mr. Lin 

was on the White House Advance Team, where he planned and executed logistical 

movements for President Obama and his staff during official visits and campaign 

rallies nationwide. He also worked on the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Committee, 

where he helped oversee media logistics and coverage at the inaugural balls. Prior to 

the campaign, he worked on the APEC Hawaii Host Committee after moving to 

Honolulu to participate in the East-West Center’s Asia-Pacific Leadership Program. 

Mr. Lin spent two years in Japan under the JET Programme in Onan, Shimane 

Prefecture. He graduated from Pitzer College with a major in economics and a minor 

in Chinese. 

 

 

 

Ms. Kay MAKISHI (USA) is a coordinator for international relations in Japan for 

the JET Programme and chair for National AJET, representing over 4,300 JET 

participants from over 40 countries to the Japanese government. She is concurrently 

a non-resident Sasakawa Peace Foundation Fellow at Pacific Forum CSIS. Ms. 

Makishi holds a BA and BS from Pennsylvania State University in public 

relations/advertising, international studies and Japanese. She received a fellowship 

from the Okinawa International Exchange & Human Resources Development 

Foundation to study at Ryukyu University in 2010. Previously, Ms. Makishi studied 

at Sophia University and was a Handa Fellow. She is a US-Japan Council Emerging 

Leader Program 2013 alum. Her interests include US-Japan relations, cultural 

diplomacy, women’s rights and responsible economic and social development in 

emerging markets. 
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Mr. Manuel MANRIQUEZ (USA) is the director of government affairs for the 

Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association in Washington, DC. In 2012, he 

completed a one-year fellowship at the Department of Energy’s National Nuclear 

Security Administration where he supported the office of Nonproliferation and 

International Security and the Global Initiatives for Proliferation Prevention 

program. He earned his Master’s degree in international security from Georgetown 

University and his Bachelor’s degree in political science and Asian studies at UC 

Berkeley. Previously, Mr. Manriquez was a research intern at the Japan Chair CSIS 

and participated in the Critical Languages Scholarship program in Kyoto, Japan and 

the Japan Travel Program for Future US Leaders. He has been a member of the 

Young Leaders Program at Pacific Forum CSIS since 2010. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Thomas MATHIEU (USA) is pursuing his JD degree at the University of 

Maine School of Law. His primary research interests include US foreign policy and 

the advancement of rule of law in developing nations through multilateral efforts. In 

addition to studying as a visiting scholar at the Catholic University of America’s 

Columbus School of Law, Mr. Mathieu works as a Pathways Program Analyst 

Student Trainee with the US Department of State. Previously, he was a research 

associate for the Maine International Trade Center. Mr. Mathieu earned a BA in 

political science from the University of Maine and spent one semester at Leuphana 

Universität in Lüneburg, Germany, researching the European Union and the 

European Economic Community, and gaining proficiency in the German language. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Charles MCCLEAN (USA) is a research associate in the Japan Studies 

program at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). His research focuses on 

Japanese domestic politics, US-Japan relations, and Northeast Asian security. Prior 

to joining CFR, he was a research intern for Asia-Pacific Studies at the Institute for 

Foreign Policy Analysis in Cambridge, MA, and for the Japan Chair at the CSIS in 

Washington, DC. He graduated summa cum laude from Tufts University with a BA 

in international relations and Japanese, and received an MA from the regional 

studies-East Asia program at Harvard University. Before enrolling at Harvard, Mr. 

McClean spent a year as a Fulbright Fellow at Kobe University studying Japanese 

foreign aid to Africa and Southeast Asia. He plans to enter a PhD program in 

political science in fall 2014. 
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Ms. Ayako MIE (JPN) covers Japanese politics and policies for The Japan Times. 

She started her career as a reporter at Tokyo Broadcasting System in 2001. In 2008, 

she went to journalism school at University of California, Berkeley as a Fulbright 

scholar. Upon returning to Japan in December 2010, she worked for the Washington 

Post as a special correspondent. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Jonathan MILLER (USA, CAN) is an international affairs professional with 

expertise on security, defense and intelligence issues in Northeast Asia. He has held 

a variety of positions in the private and public sector, including roles at the Canadian 

foreign ministry on international security issues. Mr. Miller is currently a senior 

advisor on the Asia-Pacific for the Canada Border Services Agency. He is also a 

non-resident Sasakawa Peace Foundation Fellow with the Pacific Forum CSIS and 

the co-chair of the newly created Japan-Korea Virtual Working Group. Mr. Miller is 

a regular contributor to several journals, magazines and newspapers on Asia-Pacific 

security issues and currently is an analyst with The Economist and Forbes. He has a 

MA in international affairs from the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs 

at Carleton University in Ottawa. 

 

 

 

 

LCDR James MORROW (USA) is a HC-130 pilot and experienced officer with 

the United States Coast Guard. He is currently stationed at the US Coast Guard Air 

Station at Barber’s Point on the island of Oahu in Hawaii. Lieutenant Commander 

Morrow previously spent a tour in Kodiak, Alaska planning and flying missions 

associated with Japan where he observed marine-related activities driving regional 

territorial disputes and ecosecurity concerns. 
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Ms. Jessica SANTANA (USA) is the political analyst for the economics section of 

the embassy of Japan where she conducts legislative analysis to strengthen the US-

Japan alliance and raise awareness of core Japanese interests.  She studied at 

Northwestern University and graduated with a BA in art history in 2009.  After 

college, she worked in the Illinois State Legislature where she gained valuable 

insights into the legislative process and led a successful campaign to reform the 

state’s budgeting process.  In 2011, she became the staff associate on the House 

Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific in Washington, DC  under Chairman Donald 

Manzullo and focused on human rights, security and economic issues. She is a 

member of Pacific Forum CSIS’s Young Leaders Program and a graduate of the 

American University’s WeLEAD program. 

 

 

 

Mr. Eric SAYERS (USA) is the defense policy advisor to Congressman J. Randy 

Forbes (R-VA), chairman of the House Armed Services Seapower and Projection 

Forces subcommittee. He was previously a Resident SPF Fellow and WSD-Handa 

Fellow at the Pacific Forum CSIS. He holds an MSc in strategic studies from the S. 

Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) and an MA in political science 

with a focus on international relations theory from the University of Western 

Ontario. Previously, Mr. Sayers was a research assistant at the RSIS US Research 

Program and at the Allison Center for Foreign Policy Studies at the Heritage 

Foundation. His research focuses on US defense policy in the Asia-Pacific, including 

force posture and alliance management. He has published in numerous outlets, 

including the Naval War College Review, Joint Forces Quarterly, Defense News, 

The Diplomat, Armed Forces Journal, The Weekly Standard, and the US Naval 

Institute’s Proceedings Magazine. 

 

  

 

Ms. Aiko SHIMIZU (JPN) is the 2013-2014 Japan Resident Sasakawa Peace 

Foundation Fellow at Pacific Forum CSIS. Her research includes US-Japan relations, 

Arctic issues, energy and maritime security. Ms. Shimizu is also part of the Japan- 

ROK Working Group, where she researches Japan-ROK energy cooperation. She 

received a BA in political science and international studies from the University of 

Chicago and received her graduate degrees from Columbia University’s School of 

International and Public Affairs (SIPA) and the University of Pennsylvania Law 

School. Ms. Shimizu’s professional experiences include working at the United 

Nations, Permanent Mission of Japan to the UN and the International Tribunal for 

the Law of the Sea. 
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Mr. Kotaro SHIOJIRI (JPN) is a diplomat at the economics section at the embassy 

of Japan in Washington, DC. He holds a BA in law and MA in international studies 

with summa cum laude and magna cum laude honors, respectively, from the 

University of Tokyo, and a LLM from Harvard Law School. At the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Mr. Shiojiri has served in the G8/G20 Summit Office, Economic 

Policy Division, of the Economic Affairs Bureau. He is the recipient of the 

University of Tokyo President’s Award and has also served as an intern at CFR and 

Okamoto Associates. While at Harvard, Mr. Shiojiri conducted research on Japanese 

foreign policy in the context of nuclear issues and international law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Andrew TAFFER (USA) is a PhD candidate at the Fletcher School at Tufts 

University. His general academic interests include international relations theory, 

security studies and the Asia-Pacific region.  His research concerns the evolution of 

the maritime disputes in the South and East China seas.  Mr. Taffer formerly worked 

as an analyst with the Long Term Strategy Group focusing on Chinese foreign 

relations and East Asian military and security affairs.  He also served as a research 

fellow with the US-China Economic and Security Review Commission where he 

contributed to the commission’s 2012 Annual Report to Congress. He holds a 

MALD from the Fletcher School and a BA from the University of Chicago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Tomohiro TANAKA (JPN) is a diplomat in the National Security Policy 

Division and Maritime National Security Policy Division of the Japanese Foreign 

Ministry’s Foreign Policy Bureau. He received his Bachelor’s degree in engineering 

from Waseda University, Faculty of Science and Engineering, Division of Industrial 

and Management Systems Engineering in 2012. 
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Mr. Daichi UCHIMURA (JPN) is a political and security analyst for a Japanese 

risk management firm and a Reserve Self-Defense official. His research interests 

include geopolitics of East Asia and Japan’s security policy. He holds an MA in war 

studies from King’s College London, University of London, where he wrote his 

dissertation on naval modernization and Chinese diplomacy. Previously, Mr. 

Uchimura was a short-term research assistant at the Royal United Service Institute in 

London. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mr. John WARDEN (USA) is an MA candidate in security studies at Georgetown 

University, concentrating in US national security. He is also the editor-in-chief of the 

Georgetown Security Studies Review (GSSR) and a research assistant for Dr. 

Thomas McNaugher. Previously, Mr. Warden worked as a research assistant and 

program coordinator at CSIS, contributing to projects on nuclear deterrence, arms 

control, and US alliances. He served as executive director for working groups on US-

Russian arms control and US-China nuclear issues and relations, managed a project 

on forging a consensus on the US nuclear posture, coordinated the US-Japan-ROK 

Track II Trilateral Dialogue on Nuclear Issues, and twice directed the Nuclear 

Scholars Initiative. Mr. Warden has published articles in Proceedings Magazine, 

PacNet, and Infinity Journal. He earned his BA in political science and history from 

Northwestern University. 

 

 

 

Ms. Maki YAMAMOTO (JPN) is a Japanese diplomat currently serving in 

Washington, DC. She supports the embassy’s public relations, including media 

outreach and people-to-people exchange. Prior to her assignment in the US, Ms. 

Yamamoto worked on environmental multilateral negotiations at the Foreign 

Ministry in Tokyo. Maki holds a BA in politics from Waseda University and  a 

master’s in public policy from Harvard University. 
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Ms. Nanae YAMASHIRO (JPN) is the 2013-2014 Vasey Fellow at Pacific Forum 

CSIS and a PhD student in international public policy at the University of Tsukuba. 

Previously, she was a visiting scholar at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 

International Studies and the Edwin O. Reischauer Center for East Asian Studies. 

Ms. Yamashiro analyzes the US military presence in Okinawa with a focus on both 

US and Japanese government base management strategies. Through analysis of US 

base politics, her current research aims to influence both governments with regards 

to the US Marine Corps’ realignment in the Asia-Pacific. She received her MA in 

international political economy and BA in international relations from the University 

of Tsukuba. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jaime YASSIF (USA) is a AAAS Science & Technology Policy Fellow in the 

Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemical and Biological 

Defense Programs and a non-resident WSD-Handa Fellow at Pacific Forum CSIS. 

Previously, Dr. Yassif worked as a program manager with Connecting Organizations 

for Regional Disease Surveillance, where she focused on global health security. She 

has several years of experience in science and security policy, including work at the 

Federation of American Scientists, where she co-authored Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee testimony on radiological weapons, and at the Nuclear Threat Initiative, 

where she organized an international workshop on Global Best Practices in Nuclear 

Materials Management. This was followed by a fellowship to study China’s nuclear 

posture at Tsinghua University in Beijing. Dr. Yassif holds a PhD in biophysics from 

UC Berkeley and an MA in science and security from the War Studies Department at 

King’s College London. 
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Ms. Eleni EKMEKTSIOGLOU (GRC) is a pursuing her PhD at the American 

University School of International Service, focusing on the East Asian strategic 

environment  and regional responses to China’s rise. Previously, she was a project 

manager at the European Union Institute for Security Studies where she analyzed 

transatlantic strategies in East Asia. As a WSD-Handa Fellow at Pacific Forum 

CSIS, Ms. Ekmektsioglou researched the modernization of the PLAN and the US 

network of alliances. She holds a master’s degree from the War Studies Department 

at King’s College London. She has published her opinion pieces in The Diplomat, 

PacNet, e-IR and several Greek newspapers such as Kathimerini and Ethnos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Miha HRIBERNIK (SVN) is an associate of the European Institute for Asian 

Studies (EIAS) in Brussels, and an intern at the Atlas Network in Washington, DC. 

He is also a member of the Pacific Forum CSIS Japan-Korea Working Group, 

established in 2013. His research focuses on the foreign and security policy of Japan, 

and maritime security in East Asia with an emphasis on the role of coast guards in 

territorial disputes and on counter-piracy information sharing networks such as 

ReCAAP. Previously, Mr. Hribernik interned at the Slovenian embassy in Austria 

and at the Foreign Ministry of Slovenia. To date, his writing has appeared in the 

Georgetown Journal of International Affairs and in several peer-reviewed journals. 

Miha holds an MSc in international security from the University of Bristol and a BA 

in international relations from the University of Ljubljana. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Timothy STAFFORD (GBR) is reading for his Master’s degree in security 

studies at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. His primary research interests 

are US foreign policy and America’s engagement in international alliance structures. 

Mr. Stafford holds a Bachelor’s degree in history and politics from the University of 

Oxford and, until April of last year, was research assistant to the former British 

Foreign Secretary Sir Malcolm Rifkind. He is also a non-resident WSD-Handa 

Fellow at Pacific Forum CSIS. 

 

 

 


