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According to public reporting, Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei said in November 2023 that
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The PRC and Russia increasing(
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their own instruments of national power to discourage

Il rands mal i gn behaviors. St
grouping (India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and
STRATEGIC COMPETITION IN THE the United States) can provide a counterweight to
INDIAN OCEAN REGION PRGRussialran malign influence in the IOR. Right
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United Sates Central Command (CENTCOM) and its

) ) ) i ~~ rapid response to recent trade disruptions caused by

evolving security architecture in  the Indian Houthi attacks in the Red Sea. The US Fifth Fleet
Oceanandhow 12U2 c'ountries (Infiia,.lsrael, UAE, leveraged its decaddsng relationships under the

US) can further security cooperation in the broaderCombined Maritime Forces to bring together more

Indian Ocean region. It follows a ddgng November than 20 natios under Operation Prosperity Guardian,

2024 workshop condu'c.ted by thg India and. Ind,'aQNhich protects shipping through the critical Bab al
Ocean program at Pacific Forum in partnership with Mandeb Strait in fesponse
the Hindu Am?ca” Foundation and StandWithUs. indiscriminate attacks. Only the US could generate an
For part one clickiere international response so quickly, and it would not
have been possibl without the trust and

Strategic competition is a contest of visions. Theinteroperability the US has fostered among allies and

United States and its allies and partners promote Eartners. India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and
vision in which the ruledased international order the United States are crucial partners who can
respects the sovereignty of nations and SharthrengtherOperation Prosperity Guardiand make
Interests a.lre advanced through the strength %e Bab al Mandeb a free and open chokepoint. Each
partnes h Ihp . The Pﬁ op | eo E R %fpoHrt%cluﬁtrﬁas G%Jendgéh'th@ flee flold léfseﬁeng‘?, '
and Iran. ave deepened their partnership a_naoods, and other communications to maintain stability
collaboration as: 1) Iran seeks to strengthen It?hroughout the IOR and eastward into the Pacific.

regional position in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
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Iranian miitary support in Ukraine, and 3) the PRC valuable as the transformation toward modernization

alm.s_to exploit tensions 'r,] the_ rgg.lon_ to affo.rd them %nd prosperity continues. The United States wants to
position of advantage while diminishing US interests, part of this transformation, and its competitors
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know this. India, through its 1dation Information desi re t o support t hwithregi ont
Fusion Centér Indian Ocean Region (IFOWR)in it s military forces. For exa
Gurugram, successfully monitored and tracked théhe Gulf of Aden has done nothing in the defense of
MV Ruen, a Maltaflagged vessel which had been international shipping under Houthi attack, nor has it
hijacked by Somali pirates. Through multinationalresponded to the recent series of piracy events in the
informationtsharing and cooperation, INRolkata Somali Basin, instead solely focuginon the
intercepted the vessel and forced the surrender of 3&otection of Chinese assets and interests.
Somali pirates onboard. The United Arab EmiratesConsi dering the PRCo6s failur e
(UAE) catapulted itself to global prominence in spaceas the net security provider for the IOR, and
sending an astronaut to the International Space Stati@trengthening the Indian Navy in power projection,
for six months and providing the world with a new antirsubmarine warfare, and IndRacific Maritime
map of Mars from its Hope Spacecraft, the secondomain Awareness will help. | was thrilled to see
probe ever to successfully enter Mars orbit on its first2U2 in action when INS Shardul visited Dubai in
try. And Israel successfully defended its own territoryOctober of this year for the exercise Zayed Talwar.
and the territories of KSA, Jordan, Bahrain, dne
UAE from two separate Iranian missile attacks inMeanwhile, the PRC has also done little to rein in
2024, with the support of the US, UK, and Francel r ands destabilizintgutebehavi o
These are all examples of 12U2 and the Abrahammapprochementit brokered between Tehran and
Accords in action. American engagement hafRiyadh in March 2023. Unfortunately, perhaps as
contributed to this transformation, and the IOR of theavidence of the lack of depth of the arrangement and
future will remain open to those who continue to helptepid commitment towards actual stability, Iran has
it. continued its illicit activities, including continued

arming of the Houthis. It isoteworthy that the PRC
Strategic competition whbuysB0% di expofed gnianeod, svhicRtgyuido | i ¢
of China use to influence Iranian lethal aid to the Houthis if

they chose to. Instead, Beijing only helps Tehran
With telecommunications and physical infrastructuregvade sanctions and accelerate its destabilization of
diplomacy, and security cooperation, the PRC i« he r egi on. The PRCO6s unwil |l
rapidly penetrating the IOR and feeds misperceptionkeverage its influence has contributed to d n 6 s
of American disengagement to try to supplant thelisruption of the free flow of international commerce.
United States as the security partner of choiceatln | 12U2 countries must work together to ensure the free
October 2023, the PRCOs flowwtirdeonationgl covnanereelfor a4l she mations ofl a s k
Force (NETF), which ostensibly counters piracy in thethe I0OR.
Gulf of Aden on rotational deployments since 2008,
visited Kuwait, Qatar, the UAE, and Pakistan beforeThe IOR is vital to the PRC achieving its goal of
departing the theater. This unprecedentaieseof refashioning the international system to suit its

port call s was a mil e s interesesand anthoritanas preRRCésand becosectieen t
campaign to gain security influence and access. worl doés |l eadi ng power . Il nc

between the PRC and the IOR advances its Belt and
The term fisecurity par tRoadrpdjects)esamenghens bilaterdl helatiogs, aned r y
different to the PRC than it does to the United Statedelps regional countries diversify their economies.
and this is important for India, Israel, and the UAE toA key element of the Belt and Road seeks to create
know. The PRC offers discounted sales and rapidverland shipping routes between the PRC and
delivery of military equipment, and the regios  Europe through Central and South Asia, which could
learning the hidden cost associated with these quickolster regional economies but also carries risk. For
sales. When Chinese equipment performs poorlye x a mp | e, Paki stan -largest t he W
there is no maintenance, logistics, or trainingrecipiert of Chinese loans (behind Russia and

architecture in place. Furthermore, the PRC shows ndenezuela), receiving over $67 billion to fund the
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